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Contact: Beverly Ann Chin, professor, UM Department of English, 243-2463.
PROFESSOR SERVES ON NATIONAL TEACHER CERTIFICATION COMM ITTEE 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana English Professor Beverly Ann Chin has been appointed to 
serve on the Adolescence and Young Adulthood/English Language Arts Standards Committee 
for the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.
The committee updates and revises the standards that serve as the basis for NBPTS 
certification of accomplished English language arts teachers of students ages 14 to 18-plus. 
Chin will serve as a resource person and liaison between the standards committee and the 
board.
"This English Language Arts Standards Committee will create the document that 
identifies the specific knowledge, skills and dispositions that support accomplished practice, 
while emphasizing the holistic nature of teaching," Chin said.
Chin, who directs UM ’s English Teaching Program and the Montana Writing Project, 
has been at the University since 1981. She is past president of the National Council of 
Teachers of English and has served on the NBPTS board of directors since 1995.
NBPTS is a nonprofit organization created in 1987 in response to the President’s 
Commission on Excellence in Education report, "A Nation At Risk: The imperative For 
Educational Reform." In addition to establishing teaching standards, the organization offers a 
forum for teachers to demonstrate knowledge and skills through a series of performance-based
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assessments. Certification is voluntary, and a National Board Certificate is valid for 10 years.
The first 81 National Board Certified Teachers were named in January 1995. Now 
there are more than 16,000 NBCTs in the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Twenty-two 
Montana teachers have earned NBPTS certification.
For more information about NBPTS, go to www.nbpts.org.
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